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Introduction

Saudi Arabia is increasingly attracting foreign investors, founders, family offices and internationally mobile
professionals. The opportunity is significant, but the practical route depends on the investor's profile, intended activity,
residency situation, documentation and the rules applicable at the time of review.

This checklist is designed to help you prepare before exploring property ownership, Premium Residency or company
setup pathways. It is not a decision document. It is a preparation tool to structure your questions and to identify which
Saudi-based professionals or official authorities may need to review your case.

Positioning
KSA Wealth helps foreign investors understand Saudi property, residency and business setup pathways - and
connect with Saudi-based specialists when relevant.

What this guide will help you do

- Clarify your investor profile before contacting specialists.

- Understand which pathway may be relevant to explore.

- Prepare basic documentation and questions.

- Avoid common misunderstandings around eligibility, ownership, residency and company setup.

- Create a cleaner basis for a Saudi Investor Pathway Review.

This guide is not
- financial, legal, tax, immigration, real estate brokerage or investment management advice;
- a promise of eligibility, approval, ownership, residency or business licensing;

- a substitute for review by official authorities or qualified Saudi-based professionals.
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Research basis and official verification

This brief was prepared using public official Saudi sources and deliberately avoids unsupported claims. The aim is to
help investors ask better questions, not to replace regulatory review.

Real estate ownership

Premium Residency

Investment / market entry

Company formation

Tax and compliance

Important verification note

Real Estate General Authority (REGA) and the official Saudi Properties portal for
non-Saudi real estate ownership procedures, zones and category-specific rules.

Premium Residency Center for current products, conditions, product-specific
documentation and the official application process.

Invest Saudi and Ministry of Investment (MISA) for investor registration, activity
requirements and investment support channels.

Ministry of Commerce and Saudi Business Center for commercial registration and
incorporation services under an investment license or registration.

ZATCA for VAT, corporate income tax, zakat, withholding tax, customs and related
compliance questions.

Rules, eligibility requirements and procedures may change. Always verify the latest requirements with the
relevant official authority or a qualified Saudi-based professional before making decisions.

How to read this guide

- Treat each checklist item as a question to prepare, not as a confirmed requirement.

- Use the official-source page near the end as a verification map.

- Do not rely on generic online summaries for eligibility or approval decisions.

- When a path seems relevant, request a specialist review before committing funds or signing documents.
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1. Investor profile checklist

Before exploring a Saudi pathway, build a simple profile that a specialist can review. The clearer your profile, the
easier it becomes to identify the next questions.

[ 1 Define your main objective: property exploration, residency planning, Primary objective:
company setup, family relocation, market entry or a combination.

[ 1 Identify the applicant type: individual investor, entrepreneur, existing Applicant type:
company, family office, consultant or operating business.

[ 1 Clarify your timeline: exploratory, 3-6 months, 6-12 months or longer-term  Timeline:
planning.

[ ] List the countries relevant to your profile: nationality, residence, company  Countries:
registration, tax residence and source of funds jurisdiction.

[ 1 Prepare a high-level budget range without assuming eligibility or Range:
approval.
[ 1 Clarify whether your objective requires personal presence, company Presence need:

presence, property ownership or only market access.

[ 1 Identify any family members, business partners or shareholders who may  People/entities:
need to be included in the review.

[ 1 Prepare a short source-of-funds explanation and supporting documents Prepared: yes / no
for professional review if requested.

Preparation principle

A strong investor profile does not guarantee a pathway. It simply improves the quality of the review and
reduces avoidable back-and-forth.
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2. Which pathway should you explore first?

Many foreign investors start with the wrong question. Instead of asking 'Can | invest?', first clarify what the intended
outcome requires.

If your stated goal is... The pathway to explore may include...

Buying or evaluating property in Saudi Arabia Property pathway review with attention to location, buyer category, applicable
zone rules, ownership structure and specialist due diligence.

Living in Saudi Arabia as an investor, Premium Residency pathway review through the official Premium Residency
entrepreneur or property-linked applicant Center product framework.

Operating a business, hiring locally, signing Investment registration / license review, commercial registration and

contracts or opening a Saudi commercial sector-specific approvals if applicable.

presence

Entering the market before committing to a Market entry preparation, activity mapping, partner search and regulatory
structure scoping before incorporation.

Combining property, residency and business Sequenced review: profile first, then separate property, residency and company
plans setup checks with relevant specialists.

Avoid treating pathways as interchangeable
- A property plan may raise different questions from a residency plan.
- A company setup plan may require activity-specific approvals that do not apply to a personal investment review.

- A residency pathway may depend on product-specific conditions that should be checked directly with the Premium
Residency Center and qualified specialists.

- A combined plan should be sequenced rather than rushed.
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3. Property pathway checklist

Foreign investor interest in Saudi real estate should be approached through careful eligibility and location review.
REGA has identified the official Saudi Properties portal as the accredited digital platform for the non-Saudi ownership
system. Investors should verify current rules directly through official sources and specialists.

[ 1 Clarify whether the buyer would be an individual, a Saudi-based company, Buyer category:
a foreign company or another legal structure.

[ 1 Identify target city or region: Riyadh, Jeddah, Makkah, Madinah, Eastern Location:
Province or other area.

[ 1 Verify whether the intended property type and area are within current Verified with:
permitted geographic scope and conditions.

[1If interested in Makkah or Madinah, request specific review early because  Special review needed: yes / no
these locations have additional sensitivity and category-specific restrictions.

[1Prepare ID, residency status, company documents or foreign entity Documents ready: yes / no
documents depending on buyer category.

[1Ask how title, real estate registration, payment process, brokerage role Questions listed: yes / no
and escrow or project status should be verified.

[ 1 Check whether the transaction creates tax, zakat, VAT, real estate Tax review: yes / no
transaction tax or reporting questions.

Property caution

Do not assume that a property listing, developer presentation or informal confirmation is enough. Ownership
eligibility and process should be checked through official channels and qualified Saudi-based professionals.
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4. Premium Residency checklist

The Premium Residency Center lists multiple products, including investor-related, entrepreneur-related,
real-estate-owner and limited/unlimited Premium Residency pathways. The right question is not 'Which one sounds
attractive?', but "Which product, if any, can be reviewed against my actual profile?'

[ 1 Define why residency matters: living in Saudi Arabia, family relocation, Reason:
business operation, property-linked planning or long-term presence.

[ 1 Identify whether your profile is closer to investor, entrepreneur, property Possible category:
owner, highly skilled professional or another category.

[ 1 Prepare personal identification, passport, residence history, family details Prepared: yes / no
and proof of status where relevant.

[ 1 Prepare business or investment documentation only if relevant to the Relevant docs:
product being reviewed.

[ 1 Avoid assuming that investment interest alone creates eligibility. Reviewed by:
Product-specific conditions must be verified.

[ 1 Ask whether your timeline, family situation and Saudi presence goals fit Questions ready: yes / no
the product requirements and renewal/maintenance conditions.

[ 1 Confirm the official application route and current documentation list directly  Official route checked: yes / no
with the Premium Residency Center or qualified specialists.

Residency caution

Never use wording such as ‘guaranteed eligibility’ or 'guaranteed approval’. Premium Residency should be
discussed as a reviewable pathway, not as an outcome promised in advance.
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5. Company setup checklist

A Saudi company setup plan should begin with activity mapping. Ministry of Commerce and Saudi Business Center
services may be linked to an investment license or investment registration, and some activities can require additional
approvals. The documentation and process depend on the activity and applicant structure.

[ 1 Define the intended business activity in plain language before selecting Activity:
any formal activity category.

[ 1 Identify whether the applicant is a foreign company, branch, individual Structure:
entrepreneur, joint venture or Saudi/GCC partner structure.

[ 1 Check whether the activity appears available, restricted or subject to Status to verify:
sector-specific approvals.

[ 1 Prepare shareholder information, foreign commercial registration, financial Documents:
statements or other documents if applicable.

[ ] Verify whether documents require certification, embassy authentication, Certification need:
translation or electronic submission.

[ 1 Clarify whether the business needs local address, banking, tax Operational needs:
registration, payroll, social insurance, municipal licensing or sector permits.

[ 1 Ask about VAT, corporate income tax, zakat, withholding tax, e-invoicing Tax review: yes / no
and ongoing filing obligations with a Saudi-based tax professional.

Company setup caution

Incorporation should not be treated as a formality. The activity, ownership structure, documentation and
post-registration compliance should be reviewed before committing.
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6. Documents and information to prepare

The exact document list depends on the pathway and applicant category. The following preparation list is intended to
reduce delays during a first review.

Category Prepare or clarify

Personal profile Passport copy, nationality, country of residence, current residency status, family members
to include, timeline and intended Saudi presence.

Investment profile Budget range, source-of-funds explanation, investment objective, prior experience, target
cities or sectors and expected holding period.

Property pathway Target city, buyer category, property type, purpose of acquisition, financing/payment
assumptions and due diligence questions.

Premium Residency Product to review, reason for residency, family situation, professional/investor/entrepreneur
profile and supporting evidence where relevant.

Company setup Commercial registration of foreign entity, shareholder details, financial statements where
relevant, activity description and preferred legal structure.

Tax and compliance Tax residence, entity status, expected revenues, cross-border payments, payroll plans,
invoices and import/export or customs exposure.

Document discipline

- Use consistent names and spellings across passports, company documents and forms.

- Do not translate, certify or legalize documents without confirming the current requirement and accepted format.
- Keep a secure digital folder with dated copies and source files.

- Separate personal documents, company documents and tax/compliance documents.

KSA Wealth - Saudi Investor Checklist 2026 9/12



7. Questions to ask Saudi-based professionals

A good first consultation should produce clarity on next steps, risks and missing information - not pressure to commit
immediately.

Professional category Questions to ask

Real estate specialist Which buyer category applies? Which official portal or zone rules should be checked?
What title, project, brokerage and registration checks are required?

Residency specialist Which Premium Residency product should be reviewed, if any? What evidence supports
the profile? What conditions must remain true after approval?

Company setup specialist Which activity category is appropriate? Is the activity restricted? Which approvals,
registration steps and post-setup obligations apply?

Tax professional What VAT, CIT, zakat, withholding tax, e-invoicing, customs or reporting questions may
apply to the proposed structure?

Banking / operations advisor What practical documents are typically requested for account opening, address,
authorized signatories and ongoing operations?

Good signs in a professional review

- They distinguish between official rules, practical experience and assumptions.
- They tell you what must be verified before a decision.

- They avoid promising outcomes.

- They provide written next steps and identify missing documents.
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RISK AWARENESS

8. Red flags to avoid

Someone promises guaranteed approval,
guaranteed returns or a risk-free route.

You are asked to send funds before
ownership, licensing, escrow or
counterparty checks are clear.

A property, residency or company setup
plan is presented as 'easy' without asking
for your profile.

The advisor does not identify the relevant
authority or official source.

Documents are translated, legalized or
submitted before the current requirement

is confirmed.

Official sources to verify

This is inconsistent with a compliance-first approach. Eligibility and approvals
depend on rules, documents and official review.

Payment sequencing, title verification and contractual safeguards should be

reviewed by qualified professionals.

Your nationality, residence, entity structure, activity and location can affect the
review.

A serious review should be able to point to official verification routes.

Incorrect document preparation can create cost, delay and avoidable rework.

- REGA / Saudi Properties - non-Saudi real estate ownership procedures and geographical scope: rega.gov.sa and

saudiproperties.rega.gov.sa

- Premium Residency Center - product categories and application process: pr.gov.sa

- Invest Saudi / MISA - investor registration and investment services: investsaudi.sa and misa.gov.sa

- Ministry of Commerce / Saudi Business Center - company incorporation and commercial registration: mc.gov.sa and business.sa

- ZATCA - VAT, corporate income tax and tax compliance services: zatca.gov.sa
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9. Next step

If you are exploring Saudi Arabia seriously, the next step is to submit a structured investor profile. This allows KSA
Wealth to understand your stated goals and identify which pathway may be relevant for preparation before speaking
with specialists.

Start Your Saudi Investor Pathway Review

Submit your investor profile to understand which Saudi pathway may be relevant to
your stated goals and what information you should prepare before speaking with
specialists.

Suggested lead form fields

- Full name

- Email

- Country of residence

- Main interest: property, residency, company setup, market entry or combined pathway
- Timeline

- Consent checkbox

Disclaimer

This guide is provided for general information and preparation purposes only. KSA Wealth is an independent
information and introduction platform. It does not provide financial, legal, tax, real estate brokerage or

investment management services. Rules, eligibility requirements and procedures may change. Always verify
information with relevant official authorities and qualified Saudi-based professionals before making decisions.

Prepared by KSA Wealth. Research date: 15 June 2026. This document is designed as a lead magnet and investor preparation brief. It
should be reviewed periodically against official sources before publication or distribution.
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